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Fortified with Yankee ingenuity and western can-do energy, the Moody family, transplanted from

New England, builds a new life on a Colorado ranch early in the twentieth century. Father has died

and Little Britches shoulders the responsibilities of a man at age eleven. Man of the Family

continues true pioneering adventures as unforgettable as those in Little Britches and The Fields of

Home, also available as Bison Books.
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When Ralph Moody's father dies in the early spring of 1910, he's eleven years old, the senior boy in

a family of five, and determined to support his mother and siblings. It's a rocky road, for his mother,

even though she declares she'll "depend on" him as "her man," is equally determined that he must

stay in school--which means he's restricted to nickel-an-hour boy-jobs for most of the year. And so,

despite the title, this book is less about Ralph's helming the family than about the family's pulling

together to support itself. They start a "cookery route," selling Mrs. Moody's New England food to

neighbors; the children pick fruit, and Ralph rides in match races, breeds rabbits, and hires

schoolmates with horses to keep the cattle from the incoming trail herds out of the residential lanes,

as well as discovering that it's possible to supply the family's entire need for coal simply by picking

up what has fallen off the tenders of passing trains. Like his father before him, he proves to be a

shrewd trader and a clever inventor who comes up with a device on which to dry and repair the lace

curtains from Denver's Brown Palace Hotel when his mother gets the idea of offering her services

as a contract launderer. And he and his brothers and sisters get a surprise when, six months after



their father's death, their mother has a sixth baby.Besides Mary Emma Moody, who stands solidly in

the midst of her young family and exemplifies the best type of "widder woman," the two most

unforgettable characters in the book are Sheriff McGrath, a widower who tries awkwardly to court

Ralph's mother, and Jerry McEnerney, the Irish section boss who, for all his early bluster, soon

becomes the boy's friend and quietly arranges for him to obtain over 100 used railroad ties to haul

away and sell.
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